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Composites strengthen beams 
Modern technology may save old bridges 


erospace and communications technology 
may save many of Oregon’s aging concrete 
bridges. 

Research Unit staff members are testing two new 
technologies — fiber-reinforced plastic composites 
and fiber optic sensors — used for the first time in 
Oregon. They chose one of Oregon’s oldest bridges 
— the 1914 Horsetail Falls Bridge on the Historic 
Columbia River Highway near Multnomah Falls as 
the test site. 

Last month, a contractor’s crew used hand-held 
grinders to clean the surface of the reinforced 
concrete beams under the bridge. Next they 
installed the fiber optic sensors and wrapped the 
beams in composites. The composites on the beams 
vary from | to 4 mm thick and are made of glass or 
carbon fibers bonded together with resins — a 
material that is similar to fiberglass. The composite 
sheets are manufactured on wide rolls like butcher 
paper. 

Composites were first developed by the aerospace 
industry to provide a lightweight but strong 
building material. Using composites on existing 
structures is relatively new. But since the material 
doesn’t corrode and is impermeable, it can protect 
structures while strengthening. 

Two types of composites were used on the bridge 
beams for different purposes. Workers placed 
carbon-based composites on the underside of 
beams to limit the amount of flex in the beam when 
heavy loads cross the bridge. Glass fibers were used 
on the sides and undersides of other beams to 
prevent cracking. 

“This method was the only way to strengthen 
and save this historic bridge without significantly 
defacing it,” said Marty Laylor, research coordinator 
in the Policy/Research Section. 

Since this is the first application in Oregon, 
Laylor will use fiber optic sensors to monitor results. 
Hair-like fibers encased in tiny tubing have been 
embedded on some of the beams. A monitor will 
measure changes in the length of the fibers as traffic 
passes over the bridge. 

Laylor will compare data obtained before the 
composites were applied to data that will be 
collected monthly for the next two years. 

“While most use of fiber optics occurs in the 
communications field, it is an excellent medium for 
measuring because it’s sensitive to changes in 
temperature, length and pressure,” Laylor said. 
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Baffle design earns Lance Clark the 
oa Golden Scupper Award. 
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Oregon State University graduate students watch while contractors apply fiber-reinforced plastic composites to a beam supporting 
the Horsetail Falls Bridge. ODOT and OSU have partnered to test the strength of the composites. 


To further test the use of composites on bridges, 
Laylor has partnered with Oregon State University’s 
School of Civil and Environmental Engineering. 
The school is constructing four test beams identical 
to those in the Horsetail Falls Bridge. 

In late October, researchers will apply the same 
composite material to the test beams as was glued to 
the Horsetail Falls Bridge. And, they will add fiber 
optic sensors. Then they will place the beam ina 
universal testing machine that will apply weight to 
the beams. Two of the beams will be stressed until 
they break. 

“This will be the first time such comprehensive 
testing of composites on beams has been done in the 
United States. Since we think application of 
composites may be a cost-effective solution for 
repairing many of our aging bridges, we want to 
have more information about its performance,” 
Laylor said. 

Detailed reports on composites and fiber optic 
sensors are available from the Research Unit. For 
more information, contact Laylor at 503/986-2850. 
(Written by Monte Turner, Transportation 
Development Branch public information 
representative, 503/986-4180.) W 


Emergency drill prepares ODOT for 
the next disaster. 


Tye 


. By the year 2000, 76 percent of 
Oregon's state-owned bridges will be 
more than 30 years old, and 23 percent 
will be more than 50 years old. During 
the next 20 years, ODOT will need to 
repair or replace more than 1,550 
major bridges. 

‘Composites may help reduce the cost 
of repairs and may prevent the need to 
replace some of our historic structures, 
according to Marty Laylor of ODOT’s 
Research Unit. 

Nowzar Ardalan, senior structural 
design engineer in the Bridge Section, 
reported that using composites on the 
Horsetail Falls Bridge cost about 
$30,000. A conventional concrete and 
steel repair would have cost twice that 
amount. 


All of ODOT prepares for the 
onslaught of winter. 
eoshs babe aemeikens Sewee Srey FOGESS 4&5 


Gare t column 


Reviews show ODOT is on the right track 


Tom Lulay 
Executive Deputy Director 


he independent reviews of ODOT by the 

Secretary of State and the Dye Manage- 
ment Group have been delivered. Our exami- 
nation of them has provided us with informa- 
tion that will enable us to improve the focus of 
our efforts to deliver transportation products 
and services to Oregonians. 

These reports contain findings that both 

compliment our good work and challenge us 
to improve. They provide useful data as third- 


Brian McNeil of the Internal Revenue 
Service checks a truck fuel tank for dyed 
diesel during a recent interagency special 
operation on Highway 38. 

The operation was set up to check trucks 
for routine inspection items such as brakes, 
placards, general safety, size and weight. 
Motor Carrier Enforcement Officers 


worked alongside Oregon State Police and 
the Internal Revenue Service. 


The IRS fuel dippers inspected fuel from 
47 trucks and found no violations. They 
were checking for dyed diesel fuel, which is 
illegal for highway use. Legal highway 
diesel fuel, which is not dyed, has a lower 
sulfur content so engine manufacturers 
can meet air pollutant emission standards. 

The IRS also requires non-highway use 
diesel fuel to be dyed to help reduce tax 
cheating. The goal is to reduce the theft of 
federal and state fuel taxes by making it 
easier to identify fuel on which taxes have 
not been paid. Loss of fuel tax revenue is 
estimated to cost state and federal 
treasuries millions of dollars annually. 


party reviews, are consistent with other reports 
and findings and validate much of our own 
work within the department. The material in 
the reviews seemed to be an accurate statement 
of ODOT’s highway maintenance and con- 
struction operations. 

The way we respond to them will have a 
critical effect on ODOT’s credibility. We will 
move forward by tackling the recommenda- 
tions in these reviews in a forthright and 
consistent way. While there may be minor 
disputes with some of the details, they are truly 
minor and don’t change what we think about 
the usefulness of the reviews and our commit- 
ment to complete the action items. 

The efficiency and quality with which we 
deliver highway projects is second only to the 
safety of Oregonians, ODOT workers and 
contractors. The Regional Roundtable is 
moving to respond to the recommendations in 
these two major management reviews 
promptly and thoroughly and in a way to 
benefit ODOT and the people of Oregon. 

Workplans that respond to the recommen- 
dations in the audits are being reviewed. 
Resources, schedules and budgets are being 
assembled with the intent of completing as 
much of the work as possible by Jan. 1, 1999. 

At the same time, it is important to keep in 


mind that, overall, these reports show that we 
are following effective, modern practices in 
most construction and maintenance areas, and 
that we are implementing state-of-the-art 
approaches to maintenance management. 

Productivity in the design of highway 
projects — an important component to 
getting them done on time — was reported to 
be increasing. The report added that ODOT is 
following reasonable standards in road design 
and making prudent cost decisions about 
standards. 

We have the results of these major manage- 
ment reviews — it is now time to take the steps 
that move us forward. In a recent e-mail to all 
ODOT employees, the director said that the 
Dye management review gives us “a clear 
roadmap toward improving our performance 
and products. Coupled with our efficiency 
program and your hard work, we have the 
tools to reach our goal of becoming a remark- 
able agency.” Those are important words for all 
of us in ODOT. 

Our business is a series of mileposts, not a 
destination. The management reviews are a 
couple of those mileposts — along a route that 
by-and-large appears to be the right one. They 
are a link toward continually improving our 
business. W 


Fish baffle design earns award 


| ees Clark of the Hydraulics Unit has 
received the Golden Scupper Award for his 
creative and innovative solutions to providing 
fish passage through existing culverts. 

The Golden Scupper is an annual award given 
to an individual or team that devises unique 
solutions for the challenges ODOT faces in 
implementing the Oregon Plan for Salmon and 
Watersheds. Clark is the second recipient. 

He designed plastic fish baffles that create 
resting areas for fish traveling through culverts. 
Fish baffles break up water flow by forming 
eddies that fish rest in while traveling upstream. 
Traditionally, fish baffles were made of steel or 
concrete. Clark, with the help of the Hydraulics 
team, came up with the idea of making them 
from high-density plastic. 

“Plastic is lighter, less expensive, and resists 
corrosion and breakage better than traditional 
materials,” he said. 

The shape also is new. The new design incor- 
porates a 45° angle on the upstream side of the 
baffle. The angle allows debris to slide over the 
baffle, reducing cleaning requirements. The 
design was used in some culverts last year and 
made it through the winter without requiring 
cleaning or maintenance. 

Weight and cost are other advantages. One 
person can easily handle the new baffles, as 
opposed to several people fighting a 350 pound 
concrete or steel baffle. 

“They are less than half the cost to install as 
compared to steel and concrete,” said Ron 
Reisdorf, Hydraulics Unit manager. “They are 
safer to work around, easier to install, environ- 
mentally safe and can be used in marine environ- 
ments where steel would rust out.” 

Clark’s baffles have been installed in several 
different culverts throughout Oregon, including 


Lance Clark sits next to the baffle that earned him the 
Golden Scupper Award. 


three along I-5 at Buck Creek, Canyon Creek and 
Woodford Creek, and several locations in the 
Newport area. The baffles also have raised the 
interest of fish and wildlife officials in Washing- 
ton, Idaho and California, and at the federal level. 

The award is named for the achievements of 
the award’s first recipient, Phil Moore, Specialty 
Crew supervisor. He designed a scupper drainage 
cartridge to keep waste from the I-5 southbound 
Winchester Bridge from entering the Umpqua 
River. His challenge was to design a scupper that 
cost less than $10 each. (Written by Robert Smith, 
Transportation Operations public information 
representative, 503/986-4334.) W 


Emergency plan and drills 
prepare ODOT for “the real thing” 


D istrict 4 gets the call just 


after noon. Benton 
County has declared an 
emergency. An 8.5 
earthquake has jolted the 
Corvallis area, and the 
damage is extensive. A major 
landslide on Highway 20 has 
traffic blocked — emergency 
responders can’t get through. 
ODOT crews are quickly 
dispatched to the scene. 
Kevin Bryan, District 4 
incident response 
coordinator, immediately 
heads for the county’s 
Emergency Operations 
Center where he will 
monitor ODOT’s response efforts throughout 
the disaster. More reports come in. A derailed 
train spills diesel fuel into the Mary’s River — 
the Harrison Street Bridge has collapsed — 
there’s another landslide. Suddenly, a 7.1 
aftershock rocks the area. And the calls keep 
coming. 

Luckily, this earthquake was only a drill. 
Recently, ODOT, along with a host of other 
response agencies, schools and businesses 
participated in a five-hour emergency exercise 
staged by Benton County. The drill provided 
valuable training for ODOT, Bryan reported. 

“We tested our equipment, our response 
time and, most importantly, our thinking,” he 
said. During real emergencies, we need to react 
quickly — drills like this help us prioritize our 
actions.” 

According to ODOT Emergency Response 


ODOT crews, Benton County and Corvallis employees participated in a mock 
earthquake drill last month. Above, crews practice checking structures for damage. 


Planner Rose Gentry, ODOT will increasingly 
participate in multi-agency drills statewide so 
crews can hone and test their emergency 
response skills. Gentry chairs ODOT’s 10- 
member Emergency Preparedness Committee, 
made up of employees appointed by the 
Maintenance Leadership Team. The committee 
is charged with assisting in the creation of the 
agency's Emergency Operations Plan and 
planning emergency activities statewide. 
Committee members, who meet monthly in 
Redmond, have just completed a rigorous 
internal and external review of its draft 
operations plan. 

“Once Director Crunican approves the plan, 
we will then distribute copies throughout 
ODOT and to state and county agencies — 
probably in October,” said Gentry. 

ODOT’s emergency preparedness training 


Rose Gentry credits the Emergency 
Preparedness Committee with getting the 
emergency program to where it is today. 
The committee’s coordinating team, 
made up of representatives from ODOT’s 
five regions and Region 2’s Communica- 
tions Center, was awarded an ODOT 
Team Excellence Award in 1997 — and 
it’s been nominated for an AASHTO 
Standing Committee on Quality Team 
Award. ODOT’s Emergency Prepared- 
ness Coordinators are: 


Jim McNamee — Region 1 
Dan Dollar — Region 2 
Robert Sechler — Region 3 
Swede Barber — Region 4 
Robert Wright — Region 5 
Jim Westbrook — Region 2 
Communications Center 


The National Coordinating Council on 
Emergency Management recently recog- 
nized Gentry as a Certified Emergency 
Manager (CEM) at the national level — 
one of only 700 in the United States. The 
certification is based on experience, 
training, and contributions to the profes- 
sion. Gentry is the only ODOT employee 
to hold this distinction. 


will begin statewide early next year, and when 
it’s completed, the agency will accelerate its 
participation in external emergency drills. 
“Our goal is to continually practice our 
skills so we are prepared for any emergency,” 
said Gentry. “We want to make good use of our 
operations plan, not just store it on a shelf.” 
(Written by Jayne Stewart, strategic 
communications coordinator, 503/986-4329.) W 


Safety efforts keep safety belt use at record high 


ODOT can lead the state 
by wearing safety belts 


ODOT employees can set a good example 
by obeying the safety belt law and following 
department policy, according to Carla 
Levinski of the Transportation Safety Section. 

“We have programs specifically to assist 
businesses in developing policies requiring 
their employees to buckle up, so ODOT should 
do no less,” she added. 

Levinski passed along these tips for safety 
belt use: 


> Always buckle up, no matter how short 
the trip. Three of four crashes occur 
within 25 miles of home. 

> Wear your safety belt correctly — 
shoulder harness over the shoulder, not 
under the arm. And wear your lap belt 
low and snug over the pelvic bones. 

> If your car has airbags, you must wear 
your safety belt to allow the airbag to 
work correctly and prevent 
unintentional injury. 

> Never hold a child in your arms in a 
moving car. 


Levinski said that the section has a wide 
variety of brochures and other promotional 
materials about safety belts that can be used at 
special events and presentations. For more 
information, contact Levinski at 503/986-4199. 


() regon will remain among 
the top three or four 


belt-use states in the nation, 
according to results of a recent 
survey, and many programs are 
underway to keep Oregonians 
buckled up. 

A statewide survey completed 
in August shows a record 
number of Oregonians — 87 
percent — using safety belts. 
The new figure represents a two 
percent increase from last year’s 
survey, according to Carla 
Levinski, occupant protection 
program manager in the 
Transportation Safety Section. 

Three fall campaigns encourage Oregonians to 
buckle up: 

> Three Flags — Oregon partners with 

Washington and British Columbia to 
enforce safety belt laws. The campaign 
features 10-day periods throughout the 
year. The most recent blitz occurred in late 
September. Officers also enforce DUII and 
speeding laws at the same time. ODOT 
provides funds to pay overtime salaries to 
allow officers to focus on these specific 
issues. 

> Do the Buckle — The Transportation 

Safety Section sponsored Chrysler’s “Do 
the Buckle” tour in Oregon in September 
and October. The mobile presentation 
features brightly colored minivans with 


Chrysler’s “Do the Buckle” tour visited schools and fairs throughout Oregon. 


Cat 


two-person teams performing on-site 
safety demonstrations. They also 
conducted experiments related to safety 
belts and air bags. The teams visited fairs, 
schools and many special events. 

> The National Air Bag and Seat Belt Safety 
Campaign is coordinating a nationwide 
enforcement “wave” through local and 
state law enforcement agencies during the 
week of Noy. 23 -29. This nationwide 
effort, referred to as “Operation ABC 
Mobilization: America Buckles Up 
Children,” will emphasize compliance 
with state child passenger safety laws. 
(Written by Monte Turner, Transportation 
Development Branch public information 
representative, 503/986-4180.) W 
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La Nina set to chill Oregon this winter 


One of ODOT’s many winter tasks includes sanding the highways for safer travel. 


-T ‘he winter that this year’s La Nina could 


bring to Oregon can be summed up in 


three words: colder, wetter and snowier. 
Despite a summer that left much of the state 
tinder-dry, George Taylor, state climatologist with 
Oregon State University, said beginning this 
month more rainfall than normal could fall in the 
state. Fall and early winter should provide normal 


temperatures, but they will drop below normal in 
January and February. 

Taylor said expectations are for a wet 
November and December with the transition 
period occurring in October. 

“The first half of winter will be pretty 
seasonable with a few large, wet storms. That will 
be followed by average precipitation but colder 


Despite the gloomy forecast, months of 
preparation will pay off 


“We've been doing a lot of ditch work, crushing rock and stockpiling 
sand and gravel,” said Charlie Sciscione, District 2C manager in Troutdale. 
“Our equipment is tuned up and ready to go.” 

Sciscione said although keeping roads open during the winter is a 
formidable task, ODOT maintenance crews statewide look forward to the 


challenges of Mother Nature. 


“We are ready for whatever the winter brings us,” he said. 

“Maintenance forces really love to get into the fray and they feel good 
about the job that they do during the winter keeping the roads safe,” he 
said. “It’s a struggle because of the long hours, but hopefully the storms will 
be intermixed with some rest periods in between.” 


Winter Car 
Emergency Kit 


At a minimum, your kit should include: 


> 


> 
> 
> 


Ice Scraper > Warning flares 
Tire Chains or triangles 
Shovel > A flashlight with 
Small bag of extra batteries 
abrasive material > A roll of paper 
like sand or salt towels 
Traction mats > Extra clothing 
Jumper cables > Blankets 

Source: AAA 


ong before the first flake of snow lands on 
Oregon’s mountaintops, ODOT crews 
prepare for winter. Sand piles are stocked, 
equipment is readied, and crews begin to gear- 
up for 24-hour shifts. 

Part of wintertime preparation is coordinat- 
ing services across ODOT borders and among 
other agencies. Joint meetings with various 
ODOT districts, other state DOTs, Oregon 
State Police and other law enforcement agen- 
cies, emergency services, and the trucking 
industry take place across the state. 

“It’s important that we ignore section lines 
and provide consistent service and coverage all 
along our mountain passes,” said Jim Cook, 
area maintenance manager for the Santiam 
Junction. “The public doesn’t care about 
ODOT boundaries, they just want a safe trip 
across the mountains. By working together, we 
can better use our resources within ODOT and 
with other agencies.” 

Regions 2 and 4 met recently to coordinate 
winter operations on the Santiam and 


temperatures, and that means snow,’ he said. “We 
think there will be more snow in the western 
valleys but it’s always tough to predict how much.” 

“Road crews should be prepared, probably 
more so than in years past,” said Phil Volker of the 
Extended Range Forecasting Service. 

“T think that we are going to see some very 
significant winter weather both in the Cascades, 
coastal mountains and in the Gorge. I also think we 
will see a number of events that will affect the valley 
floor, Columbia Basin and throughout western 
Oregon,’ Volker said. 

“Oregon is going to be under the gun this year 
for low-level snow and cold temperatures,” he 
added. “We'll probably start seeing some very 
active weather this month. We even had two very 
strong systems move through the state in 
September, dropping the freezing level to around 
5,000 feet.” 

Taylor and Volker agree that snow is in the 
forecast. 

“Typically there is a very significant increase in 
the amount of snow in the lowlands during La 
Nina years. There is a strong possibility for above 
average snowfall in the mountain passes and an 
increased likelihood of significant snowfall in the 
Willamette Valley and western Oregon, Taylor 
added. 

“This is definitely a year when preparation will 
pay off,” said Taylor. 

Pockets of warm water from El Nino still 
remain in the eastern and western Pacific Ocean, 
influencing some weather patterns. Since May, 
however, the cooler-than-normal water that 
defines and empowers La Nina has pushed its way 
through the central Pacific. 

So, expect a few more inches of rain than 
normal, a little more flooding and definitely more 
snow. 

With that said, enjoy your suntan from the 
summer and the mild weather so far this fall. Very 
soon it will be time to wrap the water pipes, 
unravel the tire chains and reacquaint yourself 
with the snow shovel for the winter. (Written by 
Ron Scheele, Region 1 public information 
representative, 503/731-8263.) W 


Winter operations require 


-coordination across the lines 


Willamette passes with OSP, the U.S. Forest 
Service, local law enforcement, tow truck 
companies and other stakeholders. Region 3 
holds its annual “Snowflake” meeting on the 
Siskiyou Pass to coordinate efforts between 
ODOT, the California Transportation Depart- 
ment, local emergency services and the truck- 
ing industry. Region 1 works with the Wash- 
ington Department of Transportation to 
coordinate operations along the Columbia 
Gorge, and with Region 4 to address common 
issues along U.S. 26 over Mt. Hood. 

In addition to meeting with law enforce- 
ment, the trucking industry and other ODOT 
jurisdictions, Region 5 works with county 
emergency response coordinators to ensure 
that travelers stranded because of closures 
along Interstate 84 have somewhere to go. As 
hotels fill at each end of the closure, communi- 
ties provide emergency shelters if necessary. 
Once hotels reach an 80 percent occupancy 
rate, ODOT moves the road closure 


Continued on page 5 
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Motor Carriers take on snow 
removal tasks in the Gorge 


hen snow hits 

the Columbia 
River Gorge, the crews 
that normally weigh 
trucks, perform 
registration and issue 
permits at the Cascade 
Locks Port of Entry 
take on other types of 
work, such as snow 
removal. 

“There are three of 
us who operate heavy 
machinery when the 
district maintenance 
folks need a hand,” 
said Russell Gilbert, 
who has been switch- 
ing between enforcing 
truck regulations and driving a snowplow since 
1987. “Ron Herman, Jerry Prine and I all have 
commercial driver licenses, and we all have 
heavy equipment experience. When mainte- 
nance gets in a bind, we give ‘em a hand.” 

When the roads in the Gorge are in deep 
snow or severe icy conditions, the Cascade 
Locks Port of Entry facility doesn’t see much 
truck traffic — or if the road closes, no truck 
traffic at all. 

“That’s when we move our resources to help 
get the Gorge back in traveling condition,” 
Gilbert said. “Our people work traffic control, 
staff barricades if roads are closed, and drive as 
escorts for the big wing snowplows we use up 
here; 

Gilbert is very proud of the crew’s “can-do” 
attitude. He pointed out that port cars have acted 
as rear escorts for wing plows. With overhead 
lights flashing, the cars prevent drivers who can't 
see the snow kicking up from in front of the plow 
from passing on the right. 

“We stay right with them and keep vehicles 


ODOT crews meet their 
neighbors now 


Continued from page 4 


back to the next larger town that has traveler 
facilities available. 

These pre-winter meetings are more than a 
chance to share war stories about ice storms or 
rockslides. By meeting to discuss winter 
procedures, and exchanging information about 
staffing and other resources, ODOT crews are 
better prepared to handle emergencies. 

“The middle of an emergency is not the 
time to get to know someone,” said David 
Neys, area maintenance manager for Bend. “We 
have to do that before the event happens. We 
have to know what resources the state police 
have, if we can call on the Forest Service during 
a hazardous waste spill, or if the local sheriff 
has enough deputies to help with a road 
closure. Knowing the people you're dealing 
with across the fence is the most important 
resource you can have.” 

The “official” beginning of winter is Nov. 1, 
when studded tires become legal to put on 
vehicles. However, it’s all the pre-planning 
done in the months before winter that make 
the season go a whole lot smoother. (Written 
by Laurie Gould, Region 4 public information 
representative, 541/388-6224.) W 


back from the equipment. Everyone on the crew 
has been helping with that. It’s an extra safety 
precaution we can provide.” 

Dan Gibson, Cascade Locks area mainte- 
nance manager, also is quite happy with the 
arrangement. 

“The port of entry people have helped us out 
for years, and we are extremely grateful for their 
help,” Gibson said. “There are many engineers, 
project managers, landscape people and office 
people here at District 2C who also switch jobs 
when the weather gets bad. My hat is off to all of 
them.” 

When the weather gets really bad, those on 
snow removal duty go on 12-hour shifts. 

“That’s just part of the job,” Gilbert said. 
“Sometimes we have to work more than 12 
hours at a stretch. It’s just something that you 
can’t predict. But one thing’s for sure, you can 
only weigh trucks if they can get through. 
Shifting resources just makes good sense.” 
(Written by Mac McGowan, Motor Carrier 
Transportation, 503/986-3451.) W 


DMV jumps into 
fhe winter fray 


U nique partnerships between DMV field 
offices and local maintenance offices have 
resulted in cross-trained personnel for winter 
weather emergencies. Four employees from 
southern Oregon DMV offices will be working 
their second winter helping with tasks in Region 3. 

Chris Weaver, manager of the Canyonville, 
Roseburg and Sutherlin DMV offices raves about 
the success of the partnership. She works with 
Frank Cardiff, Region 3 Support Services 
coordinator, in deploying the employees to where 
they are needed. 

DMV employees have learned to run radio 
dispatch, enter data and work the automated time 
capture system, and one even got his commercial 
driving license and learned how to operate a snow 
plow. 

Two DMV employees, one from The Dalles 
office, the other from the Hood River office, are 
training to work part time with The Dalles 
maintenance office. Both are part-time employees 
who will be available to assist The Dalles office this 
winter during the remaining hours in the week. 

And the Astoria and Tillamook DMV offices 
are working with the Astoria maintenance office to 
cross-train both highway and DMV employees. 
Although the plan will begin this winter, it is not 
specifically geared toward the winter season. 

Maintenance employees will be trained to work 
the camera area, set up and score knowledge tests, 
and complete some transactions. Some employees 
also will be trained to help give behind-the-wheel 
drive tests. (Written by Natalie Barnes, Driver and 
Motor Vehicle Services public information 
representative, 503/986-3441.) W 


Winter Driving Tip 


Stay in line when traveling to or from a snow 
zone. Don't blaze your own trail, especially 
going downhill — you'll only manage to create 
a worse situation. You'll even clog the only open 
space emergency snow vehicles can travel. 


Studded tires — to use or not to use 


Ww the winter driving season soon 


upon us, it is time to prepare for snowy 

and icy roads. 

State law allows Oregonians to use studded 
tires on their vehicles from Nov. 1 to April 1. 

“As in years past, ODOT still has a concern 
regarding the amount of damage that studded 
tires do. So we are asking people to use 
judgement in making that decision, and if 
possible, to rely on chains that can be put on 
only when inclement conditions exist,” said 
Tom Lulay, ODOT executive deputy director. 

Doug Tindall, state maintenance engineer, 


said a new addition to the law states that a 
traction tire can include any tire identified by 
the Rubber Manufacturers Association as 
providing greater traction than mud and snow 
tires under winter driving conditions. As of 
September 1998, the Rubber Manufacturers 
Association has not identified any such tires. 
Studded tires are still accepted as traction tires. 

A guide to Oregon’s chain law has been 
developed in cooperation with the Northwest 
Tire Dealers Association. The brochure is 
available at local DMVs, ports of entry or tire 
dealers. W 


Stopping Distances For Winter Driving 


At 20 MPH on Ice: 


21 it 
195 ft. 
174 ft. 
99 ft. 
To tte 


regular tires, dry pavement 
regular tires, ice 

snow tires, ice 

regular tire chains, ice 
reinforced tire chains, ice 


At 20 MPH on Snow: 


pA 
60 ft. 
Oo te 
46 ft. 


regular tires, dry pavement 
regular tires, loosely packed snow 
snow tires, loosely packed snow 
regular tire chains, loosely packed 
snow 

reinforced tire chains, loosely 
packed snow 


S83. it: 


floods slides wind ice snow rain floods slides wind ice snow rain floods slides wind ice snow floods rain 
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Appointments 


As of August. Provided by ODOT Recruitment 
Services. 


Alvin Alt, carpenter, Salem. 

Stephen Barner, highway maintenance worker, 
Salem. 

Katherine Blaeuer, office specialist 2, Corvallis. 

Mary Boje, information systems specialist 4, 
Salem. 

Leonora Bray, office specialist 1, Salem. 

Kelli Breitenbucher, office assistant 2, Salem. 

Jacquilyn Cleary, executive support specialist 1, 
Salem. 

Judith Connole, office specialist 2, Springfield. 

James Cowan, environmental program 
coordinator 2, Salem. 

Michal Darr, transportation services representative 
1, Gladstone. 

Jerry Davidson, transportation services 
representative 1, Gladstone. 

Katherine Elgin, information systems specialist 7, 
Salem. 

Kimberly Floyd, transportation engineer 1, Salem. 


Retirements 


Gene King, information systems specialist 7 
with Information Services, Salem, retired in 
September with 22 years of service. 

Norm Rauscher, environmental program 
coordinator 3 with Technical Services, 
Salem, retired in September with 10 years of 
service. 


Patsy Hammond, transportation services 
representative 1, Beaverton. 

John Jamison, transportation services 
representative 1, Gladstone. 

Brian Kirkwood, personnel technician, Salem. 

Peggy Kuykendall, office specialist 2, Portland. 

Gary Lawrence, public service representative 3, 
Salem. 

Stella Lim, transportation services representative 2, 
Portland. 

Duane Liner, transportation engineer 1, Salem. 

Constance Lyons, accounting technician 2, Salem. 

Omana Makyadath, public service representative 
3, Salem. 

David Martin, administrative specialist 1, Salem. 

Jill Princehouse, transportation services 
representative 1, The Dalles. 

Samuel Ramos, information systems 
specialist 8, Salem. 

Robert Shepherd, agency program trainer, Salem. 

Steven Shirey, governmental auditor, Salem. 

Gordon Spaugh, associate transportation engineer, 
Portland. 

Craig Urbani, principal contributor 1, Salem. 

Jorge Uriza, transportation services representative 
1, Gladstone. 


vA 


Terry Shike, principal executive/manager G, 
Bridge, Salem, retired in August with 33 
years of service. 

Joseph Speight, principal executive/manager E, 
Construction Contracts, Salem, retired in 
August with 37 years of service. 


Send old records 
| to fhe History 


eae : oe oan nr Sire soeatige 


This photo taken in 1917 shows the almost completed Portland — Vancouver Bridge spanning the Columbia River. 


DOT Archivist Carolyn James reminds 

all employees that the History Center 
has space available for old records, including 
photographs, which are not being used in 
daily work. Documents received in the past 
few years include records of the floods of 1996 
and the merger of motor carrier programs 
from the Public Utilities Commission with 
weighmaster programs in ODOT. 

Historical records, correspondence and 

photographs dating back to the late 1800s are 
stored at the History Center in Room 126 of the 


Transportation Building in Salem. The central 
location allows employees, students, researchers, 
the media and the general public to conduct 
research on the history of highways and 
transportation in Oregon. 

The documents in the ODOT History 
Center are public records and open to inspec- 
tion, as well as being available to copy. If you 
have any questions about the center, call 
Carolyn James at 503/986-3284, FAX 503/986- 
4025, or e-mail at carolyn.james@odot.state.or.us 


a A 


Promotions 


As of August. Provided by ODOT Recruitment 
Services. 


Michael Baker, planner 2 to planner 3, 
Roseburg. j 

David Barker, engineering specialist 1 to 
engineering specialist 2, Salem. 

Sandra Bell, office specialist 2 to administrative 
specialist 1, Salem. 

Sandra Bertolani, administrative specialist 1 to 
grants/contracts coordinator, Salem. 

Rodney Bricco, highway maintenance assistant 
supervisor to principal executive/manager B, 
Corvallis. 

Everett Carroll, highway maintenance assistant 
supervisor to principal executive/manager B, 
Grants Pass. 

Kimberly Charshaf, support services 
supervisor 2 to support services supervisor 
3, Salem. 

Glen Hammer, program representative | to 
program technician 1, Salem. 

Barnie Jones, research analyst 4 to principal 
executive/manager E, Salem. 

Glen Kirkpatrick, environmental coordinator 2 
to railroad specialist 2, Salem. 

Daniel MacDonald, transportation engineer 2 
to transportation engineer 3, Salem. 

Sebastian Mekkadath, administrative specialist 
1 to administrative specialist 2, Salem. 

Carol Moody, support services supervisor 2 to 
program technician 1, Salem. 

Aaron Myton, engineering specialist 2 to 
associate transportation engineer, Portland. 

Thiet Nguyen, associate transportation 
engineer to transportation engineer 1, 
Salem. 

Festus Obijiofor, associate transportation 
engineer to transportation engineer 1, 
Portland. 

Sandra O’Connor, administrative specialist 1 
to support services supervisor 2, Salem. 

Larry Olson, principal executive/manager D to 
principal executive/manager E, Clackamas. 

Salem Opeifa, administrative specialist 2 to 
governmental auditor 1, Salem. 

Jonathan Reimer, information systems 
specialist 4 to information systems specialist 
5, Salem. 

Kim Rice, parts supply specialist 3 to purchaser 
2, Salem. 

Karen Salter, office specialist 1 to office 
specialist 2, Salem. 

LaDonna Stone, public service representative 3 
to administrative specialist 2, Salem. 

Cheryl Stringham, data entry operator to 
office specialist 1, Salem. 

David Stubblefield, engineering specialist 2 to 
engineering specialist 3, Coquille. 

Cheryl Stubblefield, office specialist 2 to 
administrative specialist 1, Salem. 


Obituaries 


Chuck Hemenway, retired contract services 
engineer, died Oct. 1 in Salem. He was 63. 

Ron McAhren, retired Region 2 electrical 
manager, died Sept. 25 in Salem. He was 64. 


S 


As of October. Information provided by 
Recruitment and Support Services. 


ervice award 


Gary Colfax, transportation engineer 2, 
Roseburg. 


David Davis, public information 
representative 1, Salem. 

Jimmy Hansen, transportation engineer 3, 
Salem. 

Jeanie Jordan, information systems specialist 5, 
Salem. 

Craig Reiley, program technician 2, Salem. 


Sherrill Baker, office specialist 1, Salem. 

Thomas Boylan, principal executive/manager 
B, Eugene. 

James Cooksie, highway maintenance 
specialist, Milwaukie. 

Robert Green Jr., program technician 2, Salem. 

Gretchen Harvey, engineering specialist 2, 
Salem. 

Edward Immel, planner 3, Salem. 

Rick Keene, associate transportation engineer, 
Portland. 

Julie Redden, program technician 1, Salem. 


|Loss 


Albany DMV — from Steve Smith, Tec 
Laboratories, Inc. “I just wanted to send a 
compliment regarding the process improve- 
ments at the DMV office. It’s nice to see the 
increase in productivity in government that 
we in the private industry have had to do as 
a matter of survival.” 

Sherri Nicholas — Gladstone DMV, from 
Patricia. “Your patience, your smile and 
your concern were what I needed.” 

ODOT Maintenance — from Lela Blood, 
Camas Valley. “Your patching job on 
Highway 42 east of Camas Mountain is 
great. Thank you so much.” 

Janelle Wirta — North Portland DMV, from 
James Grant, Portland. “I’m not normally 
motivated to write letters of commenda- 
tion, but I felt I must acknowledge Janelle’s 
service. She provided special service with a 
great attitude and I’m very appreciative.” 

William Chase — Bend DMV, from Jan 
LaChapelle, Bend. “This is to compliment 
you on your new program of giving drivers’ 
permit tests to high school students in their 
driving classes. It makes the whole process 
of starting a new driver less stressful for us 
all and certainly cuts the amount of time 
spent waiting at your office. Your workers 
must appreciate it as well, because it allows 
them to process more of the needs of the 
people who seek their direct attention.” 

Colleen Jeffery — Sherwood DMV, from M. 
D. Berry, Mosier. “I felt that she gave good 
public service and the service was delivered 
with a good attitude.” 


Julie Santos, administrative specialist 1, Salem. 

Robert Schillinger, highway maintenance 
specialist, Portland. 

Ruth Woolley, transportation services 
representative 1, Medford. 

Tom Yarnell, information systems specialist 3, 
Salem. 


James Archambault, program technician 1, 
Salem. 

Bob Bakanen, associate transportation 
engineer, Astoria. 

Melvin Bales, highway maintenance specialist, 
Salem. 

Kathleen Hanson, principal executive/manager 
F, Salem. 

Michael Keys, highway maintenance specialist, 
Mitchell. 

Danny Nunley, trades/maintenance worker 2, 
Portland. 

David Pearson, associate transportation 
engineer, Milwaukie. 

Guido Portier, transportation engineer 2, 
Salem. 

Stephen Skeels, associate transportation 
engineer, Portland. 

Richard Thomas, engineering specialist 1, 
Clackamas. 


Marci Wirta — Sherwood DMV, from Fred 
Mickelson, Newberg. “I know how impor- 
tant it is to have quality employees who not 
only know what to do, but extend them- 
selves the ‘extra mile’ to achieve the desired 
result. Marci Wirta proved her added value 
to me.” 

Santiam Pass Junction Maintenance — from 
Anna Yonsalves. Ms. Yonsalves’ car broke 
down near the maintenance yard on Labor 
Day. Crew members who live at the station 
pushed her car into the parking lot, fixed the 
broken part and got her on the road again. 
“There is no way I can repay them for their 
time and effort, especially when it so clearly 
went above and beyond the call of duty.” 

Lewis Morehead — Corvallis, from Carolyn 
Sork, Robertson & Olson Construction, 
Vancouver, Wash. “Due to our type of work, 
we work with many other municipalities 
securing approvals and permits and find 
that it can sometimes be complicated and 
hard to make progress. Mr. Morehead, 
however, was extremely helpful, which in 
turn allowed us to get the bonds and 
certificate of occupancy that we needed in 
order for the store to open.’ 

Districts 3 and 4 — from Donald Gonzalez, 
District Ranger, Hebo Ranger District. “On 
behalf of the Hebo Ranger District employ- 
ees, I would like to thank ODOT crews for 
washing the silage juice off of Highway 22 
several times last week. The slippery surface 
was definitely creating hazardous driving 
conditions. We have three employees who 


Arthur Ward, highway maintenance specialist, 
Sylvan. 
Elizabeth Wilson, office specialist 2, Salem. 


Ruth Cook, support services supervisor 2, 
Salem. 

Sarah Creighton, administrative specialist 1, 
Salem. 

Nancy Ferry, administrative specialist 2, Salem. 

William Fletcher, environmental program 
coordinator 3, Salem. 

Rollie Husen, principal executive/manager B, 
Salem. 

Gerald Johnson, heavy equipment mechanic 1, 
La Grande. 

Janine Knight, transportation services 
representative 1, Portland. 

Sebastian Mekkadath, administrative specialist 
2, Salem. 

Rex Parks Sr., heavy equipment mechanic 1, 
Bend. 

Catherine Riecke, transportation services 
representative 1, Eugene. 

Janet Savarro, program technician 2, Salem. 

Gary Taylor, principal executive/manager D, 
Roseburg. 

David Vournas, engineering specialist 3, Salem. 

Eunice Wilhelm, office assistant 2, Salem. 


commute from Dallas on Highway 22 daily. 
In addition, many of our employees must 
drive Highway 22 on a regular basis as part 
of their work. We appreciate your concern 
for people’s safety.” 

Brad Gray — Portland DMV, from Paul 
Iarrobino and Raquel Amaya, Multnomah 
County Aging Services Division. “Thank 
you for presenting at our recent breakfast 
forum, Safety Concerns about Driving: When 
is it Time to Give Up the Keys.” The audience 
really appreciated your sensitivity and 
knowledge in working with this vulnerable 
population. DMV is fortunate to have such a 
caring and professional member of the 
organization.” 


ee nerber! 


All insurance Enrollment 
forms need to be 
returned to Payroll by 
Friday, October 30. 


New CMA mixing rack increases safety 


Nes been hurt yet, but it’s an 
accident waiting to happen. 

Imagine mixing a batch of calcium 
magnesium acetate, one of ODOT’s anti- 
icing agents, when the valve in the cone 
clogs where the CMA beads and water are 
mixed. You reach and then lean into the 
cone to unplug the valve. Without warning, 
the 2,200 pound bag of CMA beads 
suspended above breaks free from its nylon 
holding straps. You look up just in time to 
see the bag falling toward you. 

For Buck Greene, a La Grande highway 
maintenance specialist who often is 
involved in mixing CMA, this is not a 
desirable scenario. So one night after work 
last spring he sat down and sketched out a 
design for a CMA safety platform. The idea 
behind the CMA safety platform is simple: 
give a person enough room to work in the 
CMA mixing cone without endangering 


Buck Greene, La Grande highway maintenance specialist, standing next toa CMA 
safety platform. If a bag of CMA (usually suspended from a loader) were to break 
free while someone was unplugging the valve in the bottom of the CMA mixing 
cone, the CMA safety platform would save their hand, arm, or even their life. 


Ww 


Call 1-888-ASK-ODOT 
(toll free: 1-888-275-6368) 
Online: http://www.odot.state.or.us 


their hand, arm, or torso if the CMA bag 
should fall. 

Working with the La Grande 
Equipment Shops and a local engineering 
firm, Greene had his idea drawn to 
engineering specifications. The La Grande 
Equipment Shops then used the 
specifications to build two CMA safety 
platforms, one each for the La Grande and 
Baker City maintenance sections. They 
will go into use this winter. Greene will 
present his idea at the next Region 5 
maintenance meeting. He hopes other 
maintenance sections will use the new 
CMA safety platform. 

Any sections interested in the platform 
can contact the La Grande Equipment 
Shops at 541/963-5314 for specifications 
and construction information. (Written by 
Scott Fairley, Region 5 public information 
representative, 541/963-1330.) W 


es © Questions? Comments? Concerns? 


_ TranScript is the monthly newletter of the 
Oregon Department of Transportation. 
TranScript’s mission is to share ODOT news 
with employees and others interested in the 


department’s activities. 


Oregon Transportation Commission 
Henry H. Hewitt, Chairman 
Susan E. Brody, Vice Chair 
John Russell, Member 
Steven Corey, Member 


Stuart Foster, Member 


ODOT Director: Grace Crunican 
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TranScript editor * 503 / 986-3429 
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